
CORN 
Some fascinating facts:  

 An average ear of corn contains 800 kernels. 

 An average ear of corn has 16 rows. 

 Each kernel of corn is covered with one piece of silk. 

 Each tassel on a corn plant can release up to 5 million grains of 

   pollen. 

 One bushel of corn can make 33 pounds of sweetener, 32 pounds  

   of starch or 2 ½ gallons of ethanol fuel. 

 One bushel of corn can sweeten 400 cans of soda. 

 Americans consume about 25 pounds of corn per person each year. 

 Most of the corn EATEN in the U.S. is frozen or canned. 

Some VERY corny jokes: 

Q: Why is it not wise to tell secrets in a cornfield?  

A: There are too many ears!  

Q: Why did the corn stalk get mad at the farmer?  

A: He kept pulling its ears!  

Q: What does Cornelius call his silly friends?  

A: Corn flakes  

Q: What does corn get when you leave it in the barn too long?  

A: COBwebs  

Q: What did the little cob of corn call his dad?  

A: Pop Corn!  

Q: What do you call corn that joins the army?  

A: A Kernel  
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If you use your observation powers and look at a plant of sweet corn 

and a plant of field corn, you may not notice much difference.  Both 

plants are green during the growing season.  Both plants have lots of 

leaves, some ears of corn, and tassels. 
 

However, if you are a farmer, you would notice many differences.  

One of the most outstanding differences is their height.  Field corn 

can grow to be 7-10 feet tall.  Sweet corn is about 2 feet shorter 

than that.   
 

Sweet corn is supposed to be harvested while it is immature and the 

kernels are full of sugar.  The skin on sweet corn kernels is thin. 

Sweet corn kernels are more round and more plump than field corn.  

Field corn is harvested when it is mature, usually in the fall.  Field 

corn kernels have a thick skin. The kernels become dry and flat and 

get a noticeable dent at the top of the kernel giving them the name 

dent corn. 
 

There is usually a difference in color between sweet corn and field 

corn.  Sweet corn is more yellow than field corn.  Field corn, when it 

is dried, has more of an orange color to it. 
 

One of the biggest differences in sweet corn and field corn is its use.  

Sweet corn is eaten by people - fresh on the cob, frozen or canned. 
Field corn is used to feed livestock, make corn starch, corn oil, and 

corn syrup. Thousands of other uses for field corn have been 

discovered such as ethanol, cosmetics and skin care products, 

biodegradable plastics, and absorbent materials for diapers and 

bandages. 

     Sweet Corn & Field Corn 
Ag-Mazing Newspaper 

  

www.maefonline.com 

For more information on this program 

contact jmueller@maefonline.com 

 
This program also sponsored by the Maryland Grain Producers Utilization Board. 

http://www.maefonline.com/


 

 
The Corn Belt 

The Corn Belt is an area of the United States where there is deep 

fertile soil and the land is relatively flat.  Warm nights, hot days, and 

regular amounts of rain make this region ideal for raising corn.   Color 

in the following states on the map below.  Iowa (IA), Illinois (IL), 

Nebraska (NE), Indiana (IN), Ohio (OH), South Dakota (SD), 

Minnesota (MN), Wisconsin (WI), Michigan (MI), Missouri (MO), and 

Kansas (KS).  These states make up what is called the CORN BELT 

because most of the corn grown in the U.S. is grown in these states. 

 

 Eaten by people 

 Fed to animals 

 Yellow kernels 

 Orange kernels 

 Hard skin on kernels 

 Soft skin on kernels 

 Used to make corn starch, 

corn oil, and corn syrup 

 Larger plant 

 Smaller plant 

 Kernels round and plump 

 Kernels hard and dented 

 Harvested when immature 

 Harvested when mature 

 Used  to make ethanol 

 Canned or frozen 

 Used for biodegradable 

plastics 

 Field  

Corn 

What do you remember? 
Draw a line from the phrase to the  

kind of corn it describes. 

 

 

 


